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tire, that the saints may have the long
desired information, that the standard
of truth is hoisted on the Kastern con-
tinent, and hundreds are already enlist-
ing under the blood stained banncr of
Immanuel, even him who once trod in
the same path that our beloved breth-
ren who are laboring in LEngland are
now pursuing, 1. e. ‘‘and the poor
have the gospel preached to them.”—
Mat. 11:5. We feel thankful in very
deed that God s no respecter of per-
sons.—Ep.

Preston, Lancashire, Fing. Sept. 21837

My pEar CoMPANION,

I take this op-
portunity to write a few lines to you,
to let you know I am in the land of the
living, I am a pilgrim on the earth,
and a strangerin a strange land far
from my home, and among those that
scek my life because I preach the truth
and those things that will save their
lives in the day of tribulation. On the
18 of July we landed in Liverpool i1n
the forenoon. 1 had peculiar feelings
when we landed, the Spirit of God bur-
ned in my Dbreast; and at the
same time I felt to  covenant
before God, to live a new life, and to
pray that the Lord would help me to
do the same. We remained there
three days, resting our bodies: on sat-
urday the 22 we took coach for Pres-
ton, the distance 31 miles, we arri-
ved there at four in the afternoon.

After we had unloaded our things,
Br. Fielding had gone to see his broth-
er, and Br. Goodson had gone to get
lodgings; all at once I looked up, there
was a large IFlag before me, with large
gilded letters written thereon,
«TRUTH WILL PREVAIL” we said
Amen, so let it be Lord; the same eve-
ning, one of the clergy desired an in-
terview with us. Elders Hyde and
(Goodson, and myself went to see him,
conversed with him and one Mr. Wat-
son until about ten in the evening,
when we retired to oar Lodging, the
next morning we agreed to go and
hear him preach, we did so; after he
got through, he gave out an appoint-
ment fo: one of us at three in the af-
ternoon. it fell to my lot to preach first;
[ spake upon the first principles of the
gospel, and what the Lord was doing
in these last days, it caused the people
to stare at me; after I got through, Br.

fIyde hore testimony and many receiv- |
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ed our testimony, for they date their con-
viction back to that time. The Rev. Mr.
gave out another appointment, at
half past seven, Br. Goodson preached,
and Br. Fielding bore testimony after
him, and it came with power, he then
gave anotner appointment for Wed-
nesday evening, Br. Hyde preached,
and there seemed to be many that re-

| joiced, thatthe Lord had sent his ser-

vants to preach fo them. The Rev.
My.———closed his doors against us,
and found fault with us because we
held forth the order of baptism, said
we agreed we would not hold forth
these things, this was not so. for we
did not ask him for his house, but we
prayed that the Lord would open his
heart to let us preach in it and so he
did, and we gave God the glory. Af-
ter this there were private doors open-
ed for us to preach; we had two or
three meetings every night, and many
began to bear testimony of the truth
of the things which we de-
clared, and desired to be baptised,
Eight days after we arrived at Preston,
nine presented themselves {or baptism,
and 1 was appointed to baptise, on sun-
day morning, and Br. Russel was ap-
pointed to preach in the market place
at half past two in the afternoon; this
was concluded upon on saturday eve-
ning, and we retired to bed as usual.—
A singular cireumstance occurred be-
fore morning, which I will quote from
Br. Hydes journal, as he wrote it down,
he commences as follows, ““Elder Rus-
sel was much troubled with evil spirits
and came into the room where Elder
Kimball and myself were sleeping, and
desired us to lay our hands on him,
and rebuke the evil spirit: I arose upon
the bed, and Br. Kimball got upon the
floorand I satupon the bed; we laid
our hands on him, and brother Kim-
ball rebuked and prayed for him but
just before he had finished his prayer,
his voice [altered, and his mouth was
shut, and he began to tremble and
real to and fro, and fell on the floor
like a dead man, and uttered a deep
groan, | immediately seized him by
the shoulder, and lifted him up, being
satisfied that the devils were exceding
angry because we attempted to cast
them out of Br. Russel, and they made
a powerful attempt upon Elder Kimball
as il to dispatch him at once, they -
struck him senseless and he fell to the
fioor; Br. Russel and myself then laid
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he closed his meeting we arose and | formed against Zion
reciified some of his wide mistakes in | broken.

his presence before the congregation,
and izformed the people if they would
meet next Sabbath at the meeting
house we would answerevery ebjection
that had been presented against the
book of Mormon and our principles du-
ring the meeting. And last Sabbath
we met a congregaticn of several hun-
dred at the meeting house, assembled
together from the different Islands, and

we arose in their midst, and redeemed |

our pledge by answering every objec-
tion that had been brought against the
book ef Mormon, or our principles.—
After meeting we repaired to the water
and again administered the ordinance
of baptism. The Baptist priest is no
lessbusy than his Methodist brother, for
while one 1sin the pulpit declaring to
the people, that the principles of the
book of Mormon are saping the very
foundation of our churches and holy
religion; the other i1s gone over to the
main land calling upon his Baptist
brethren, saying come over and help
us lest we fall. £ But cursed is man
that trusteth in man or maketh flesh his
arm saith the Lord God. O ye priests
of Baal your cry is in vain, the God of
Israel has set his hand the second time
to recover his people. The stone has
began to roll, and will scon become a
mountain and fill the whole earth  The
Lord is calling his church out of the
wilderness, with her gifts and graces
and restoring her judges as at the first.
God hath chosen the weak things of
this world to confound the wise, and
with them he will rend your kingdoms,
that the wisdom ol your wise men may
perish, ard the understanding of yonr
prudent men may be hid. The cry of
the Saints is ascending into the ears of
the Lord of Sabaoth for Ephraim.—
The horns of Joseph are begining to
push the people together. The apos-
tles of the Lamb of God are bearing the
keys of his kingdom on the shores of
Europe. Yea and the mighty Captain
of the ships at sea, are receiving the
gospel of Jesus Christ; and enjoying
its power, and the call of many from
distant Islands, has already entered
our ears; O come and preach to us,
we have sent a book of Mormon over
the billows of the great deep, to teach
those that are at sea. And the word
and work are propelled by the arm of
JEHOVAH. And the weapon that is
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shall soon be
And he that raises his puny
arm against it, is fighting against God
and shall soon mourn because of his
loss. We say these things are true as
God liveth, and the Spirit beareth rec-
ord.and the record is true, and ven-
geance will be speedily executed upon
an evil work in these last days, there-
fore, O Babylon thy fall is sure.

Although we have not baptized but
few ou these Islands, yet there is hun-
dreds believing and manv are almost
ready to enter into the kingdom, the
calls are numerous from the neighbor-
ing Islands, and also from the main
land, for us to come and preach unto
them, and tell them words whereby
they may be saved from the pending
judgments that await the world. There
are filteen or twenty neighboring Islands
that are inhabited, some of them con-
tain a population of several thousand.
And while the fields are white, we
view the harvest great in this country:
and the laborers few. And while we
are faithfully laboring day and night
for the salvation of his people; we ask
an in‘erest in your prayers, O ye
Saints of the most high God. O ye
elders of Israel will ye not go forth in-
to the vineyard and help wind up the
scenie of this generation which sits in
darkness andin the shadow of death.
O ye ministers of our God, if we alto-
gether hold our peace at this time, shall
we not sufier loss when the Lord raises
up deliverance unto Isracl. But for
Zion’s sake let us not hold our peace,
and for Jerusalem’s sake let us not rest
until the light thereof go forth as bright-
ness and salvation as a lamp that burn-
eth.

That we all may keep the patience
and faith of the Saints and see that no
man take our.crown, is the prayer of
vour brethren in the Lord Jesus.

VILLFORD WOODRUFF,
JOHNATHAN H. HALE.

’

Our readers will notice that the fol-
lowing fromelder Kimball, was intended
for a private letter to his wife, conse-
quently it was not expected by him to
be placed before the public; but as El-
der Kimball is like ourselves, a man
that delights in plainess, and is not
skilled in the art of daubing with un-
tempered movter; - we have taken the

Hiberty to give it publicity almiost en-





EPUB/image_0006_00.jpeg


EPUB/image_0004_00.jpeg
ELDERS’

our hands on Elder Kimball, aud rebu-
ked the evil spirits, ir the name of Je-
sus Christ; and immediately he recov-
ered his strength 1n part, so as to get
up; the sweat began to roll from him
most powerfully, and he was almost
as wet as if he had been taken out of
the water, we could very sensibly hear
the evil spirits rage and foam out their
shame. Br. Kimball was quite weak
for a day or two after: 1t seems that
the devils are determined to destroy us,
and prevent the truth from being de-
clared in England.” The devil was
mad because I was a going to baptize,
and he wanted fo destroy me, that I
should not do those things the Lord
sent me to do. We had a great strug-
gle to deliver ourselves from his hands;
when they left Br. Russel they pitched
upon me, and when they left mc they
tell upon Br. Hyde; for we could hear
them gnash their teeth upen us.—Eight
days after we got here, we held a coun-
sel: Br. Goodson and Br. Richards,
went to Bedford: elders Russel and
Snider, went North, about one hundred
miles: elder Hyde, and priest Fielding
stayed at Preston, it is a large place;
there is betwixt fifty and sixty thou-
sand mhabitants; and the most poor
people that I ever saw. There are 55
now baptized, and itis as much as
they can do to live, there is not more
than one or two that could lodge us
over night if they should try; and in
fact there are some that have not a bed
to sleep on themselves; and this is the
situation of most of the people in this
place, and it is so in the country; we
cannot travel the streets without mect-
ing beggars half naked, this gives me
teelings that 1 do not like.

We have to live quite short, but the
brethren are very kind to us, they are
willing to divide withus the last they
have, they are quite 1ignorant, many of
them cannot reada word and it needs
great care to teach them the gospel so
that they can understand; the people
here are bound down under priesteraft
in a manner [ never saw before: they
have to pay tithes to the priests of every
tenth they raise; so that they cannot
lay up one cent; they are in the same
situation the children of Israel were
in Egypt: they have their taskmasters
over tham to bind them down; it will
be as great a miracle to deliver this
people, as it was the children of Israel.

There are a great many believing
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ing in Preston; we are baptising almost
every day. The Rev. Mr. is like to
lose all his members, and the priests
are mad, but they are afraid of us, and
durstnot come near us.

You stated in your letter that some
of the twelve were coming to England
next spring, and vou say they are cal-
culating to bring their wifes with them;
this I have no objections to, but-if they
come they had better bring money to
support themselves; I think they had
better take up with Br. Joseph’s advice,
and leave their wifes at home, for if
they bring them here, they will repent
the day they do it, I do not wish to
bring my wife to this place to suffer, if
they could see the misery thatl do they
wouid not think of such a thing, .the
Savior says, ‘‘he that is not willing to
leave father and mether, and wife
and children, brothers and sisters, hou-
ses and lands for my sake and the gos-
pel, are not worthy of me”> We have
had our own hired house, since we
have been here, and bought our own
provisions; we €o not eat but one meal
at home, for the brethren invite us to
eat dinner and supper with them.

You stated that our brethren thought
of appointing a conference in England
next spring, but we know not what
will happen before that time; we know

not how long we shall be here; if we
come home next summer, we shall
come before they can get here. The

Lord says ‘‘take no thought for the
morrow’’ and this is the way I feel at
present, I commit myself into his hands,
that, [ may always be ready to go at
his command; 1 desire to be content
with whatever situation I am placed
in.

The 2nd week after I came here, a
minister’s daughter came in where I
was, and I commenced preaching to
her the words of’ life, she seemed to
listen with greatattention to me; [ told
herI was going to preach in the eve-
ning, she said she would come and
hear me, she did so, and the next night
she came again, and the next morning
she sent forme to come and baptize
her; accordingly I went and baptized
her; this was on friday morning, and
on Haturday she started for home: she
wanted me to come to her father,s
house, for she thought her father would
open his chapel for me to preach inj [
told her if there was a door open, |
would come. She appeared very intel-





